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 Thank you President Rao, faculty members, family members, conquering graduates, 
Chippewas of all ages.  It’s wonderful to be back on Central’s campus. 
 
 I was here a few years ago, cheering on my daughter Jessica’s basketball team.  Rose 
Arena was hosting the high school state finals tournament. 
 
 Looking back on that earlier visit, I remember sensing the excitement in the air, and 
the anticipation.  Today is a lot like that day, but without the pressure of watching my 
daughter play in double overtime in a Final Four game… 
 
 I’m delighted to be your speaker today and thrilled to be a part of this special event.  I 
salute all graduates for their dedication to learning, especially those graduating with 
honors. 
 
 When I was a college student, studying was important, but let’s just say I put the extra 
in extracurricular activities! 
 
 I spent a lot of time working on political campaigns.  In fact, I tried to convince my 
profs to count my activities as credit hours!  
 
 I worked on campaigns for candidates like former U.S. Senator Robert Griffin, who 
graduated from Central.  As you know, he and his wife have an endowment here called 
the Griffin Endowed Chair in American Government. 
 
 So you see – I have a lot of connections with CMU. 
 
 Over the years, I’ve met many talented people from Central.  I have great respect for 
the education that is provided here.   
 
 From the very beginning, this distinguished institution has been preparing students for 
leadership and service. 
 
 In June of 1893, Central’s first commencement was held.  It was then called the 
Central Michigan Normal School and Business Institute. 
 
 The local paper called the ceremony “the crowning of a year’s hard work by…a noble 
class of twenty.” 
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 Those inaugural students had taken courses in teaching, business and music, and they 
paid a dollar a week for tuition.   
 
 That may sound like a bargain today but there were some definite challenges for those 
pioneering students.  For example, the cell phone coverage on campus back then was just 
awful!   
 
 Somehow, students also had to get by without iPods.  Back then, if you wanted to 
carry your music with you, you joined a traveling choir! 
 
 But those first graduates, 7 women and 13 men, overcame these hardships and left 
here ready to take on the world. 
 
 Nearly 200,000 students have graduated from this honorable institution.  Through 
your valiant efforts, you all have earned the right to join them as CMU alumni. 
 
 The college degree you will soon receive is something only a relatively small 
percentage of Americans ever possess.  It signifies a tremendous achievement on your 
part and you should be extremely proud!  But it does not guarantee success. 
 
 Know that persistence and hard work—which have brought you this far—can propel 
you to great heights.  And never, ever doubt that you’re capable of extraordinary things.  
I guarantee that you are. 
 
 With your heart as your compass, decide where you want to go and go there 
confidently. 
 
 Life will place some of you in your chosen field of study.  That’s what happened to 
me - a Hope College student and political science major.  But many of you will end up in 
an entirely different career.  Be open to it. 
 
 Remember there won’t always be a safe and certain path that is obvious.  You’ll have 
to take some leaps of faith. 
 
 Many years ago, there was a student at South High School in Grand Rapids named 
Gerald Ford.  He wasn’t sure what he wanted to do after high school.  Back then, his 
basketball coach steered him to a certain university in Ann Arbor. 
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 Ford made many more leaps of faith after that, and I’m glad he did.  He was my 
congressman as I was growing up.  I helped on his presidential reelection campaign in 
1976 and that’s when I became hooked on politics. 
 
 Jerry Ford remains one of my heroes to this day and I believe, a hero for our country. 
 
 And who was that coach who helped determine the direction of Ford’s life, and 
perhaps also mine? 
 
 His name was Dan ROSE. 
 
 He later came here, as a coach and athletic director, where he became known as “Mr. 
CMU!” 
 
 In whatever you do, I hope you will recognize that serving others is important. 
 
 No matter what your occupation—whether you’re a teacher, journalist or business 
owner, you will always have customers.  How well you listen and respond to them will 
help determine how well you succeed. 
 
 At the Department of State, customer service is our number one priority.  Everything 
we do is geared toward making things easier for the people of Michigan. 
 
 Our customers wanted faster and more convenient ways to do business.  So we’ve 
used innovation and technology to make that happen. 
 
 Now we offer more online and automated services than ever before.  You can renew 
your vehicle registration online.  Or, show your pride with a CMU license plate.  Just go 
to our Web site and create your own plate! 
 
 In many of our offices now, we have ATM-style Self-Service Stations.  They let you 
print off your tabs in less than two minutes. 
 
 The bottom line is this:  If you can make your core business more efficient, you’ll be 
in a better position to serve your community. 
 
 One of the most rewarding ways that I’m able to serve others as Secretary of State is 
by promoting organ donation.  I’ve heard many touching stories from donor and recipient 
families in Michigan. 
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 Mothers and fathers tell me how much it means that their child’s gift will save many 
other lives.  Through the Gift of Life, one donor can help as many as 50 people.  Parents 
are comforted that part of their son or daughter is living on – in someone else. 
 
 I’ll never forget one father, whose daughter’s corneas had been donated to a man in 
Italy.  He told me: ‘She’s seeing the world, like she always wanted to…’ 
 
 I always encourage people to help make miracles possible—by pledging the Gift of 
Life on our department’s Web site. 
 
 I urge you all to give back to your community in one way or another.  Contribute how 
you can, and when you can. 
 
 If you have a good idea on how to help people-- pursue it!  Even if you don’t think 
you have the ability to see a project all the way through, get it started.  Someone else will 
come along and finish it if you cannot.  
 
 Join forces with others where you can.  It has been my experience that partnerships 
are extremely valuable in achieving goals. 
 
 Whatever your degree, I would invite you all to consider public service.  Our state and 
nation need the talent of ambitious young people like yourselves—those who are willing 
to work together for the common good. 
 
 And finally, wherever you’re headed, approach life with courage.  That’s the quality 
you’ll need. 
 
 I congratulate you, the latest class of CMU graduates, on your victories. 
 
 While the success of this journey was always up to you, I know you would each also 
credit the loving support of your parents, family and friends.  So I’d ask you to take a 
moment now and applaud them for the difference they’ve made in your life.   
 
 Noble graduates, I’m told the question is often asked, where is the mountain in Mt. 
Pleasant?  Today, it is without a doubt here, and you stand triumphant at the top! 
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